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But hafted after to be gone, 

As £he had been difjjitted. Drayton s Nymphid. 

Dit. n,f. [diebt, Dutch.] A ditty ; a poem ; a tune. Obfolete. 
No bird but did her fhrill notes fwcetly fins;; 

No fong but did contain a lovely dit . Fairy jjhicen, b. ii. 
DITCH, n fi [bic, Saxon ; diik, Erie.] 

i . A trench cut in the ground ufually between fields. 

Some afked for manors, others for acres that lay convenient 
for them 5 that he would pull down his fences, and level his 
ditches. Arbuthnot’ s Hifttry of John Bull. 

Sudden the d'tches fwell, the meadows fwim. Thonfon. 

1 . Anv long narrow receptacle of water : ufed fometimes of a 
fmall river in contempt. 

In the great plagues there were feen, in divers ditches and 
low grounds about London, many toads that had tails three 
inches long. Bacon. 

3. The moat with which a town is furrounded. 

Th editc’.es, fuch as they were, were altogether dry, and 
eafy to be palled over. Knolles’s Hi/lory of the 7 urks. 

4. Ditch is ufed, in compofition, of any thing worthlefs, or 
thrown away into ditches. 

Poor Tom, when the foul fiend rages, eats cowdung for 
fallets, fwallows the old rat, and the ditch- dog. Shakejjeare. 
To Ditch, v. a. [from the noun.] To make a ditch. 

I have employed my time, befides ditchings in finifliing my 
travels. Swift. 

Ditch-delivered, adj. [ditch and deliver.] Brought forth in 
a ditch. 

Finger of birth-ftrangled babe. 

Ditch- deliver d by a drab. Shakefpea'e’s Macbeth. 

Di'tcher. n.f [from ditch ] One who digs ditches. 

You merit new employments daily, 

Our thatcher, ditcher , gard’ner, baily. Swift. 

Dithyr a'mbick. n.f [ dithyrambus , Latin.] 

1. A fong in honour of Bacchus ; in which anciently, and now 
among the Italians, the diferadtion of ebriety is imitated. 

2. Any poem written with wildnefs and enthufiafm. 

Pindar does new words and figures roll 
Down his impetuous dithyrambick tide. Cowley. 

Ditta'nder. n. f. The fame with pepperwort, which fee. 
Di'ttany. n.f [< didiamnus , Latin.] 

Dittany hath been renowned for many ages, upon the 
account of its fovereign qualities in medicines. It is generally 
brought over dry from the Levant. Millar. 

Virgil reports o f dittany, that the wild goats eat it when 
they are fhot with darts. Mores Antidote again/l Atbeifm. 
DFttied. adj. [from ditty.] Sung; adapted to mufick. 

He, with his foft pipe, and fmooth dittiecl fong. 

Well knows to flill the wild winds when they roar. Milton . 
DFTTY. n.f. [ dicht , Dutch ] A poem to be fung; a fong. 
Although we lay altogether afide the confideration of ditty 
or matter, the very harmony of founds being framed in due 
fort, and carried from the ear to the fpiritual faculties of our 
fouls, is, by a native puiffance and efficacy, greatly available 
to bring to a perfect temper whatfoever is there troubled. Hook. 
Being young, I fram’d to the harp 
.Many an Englifh ditty, lovely well, 

And gave the tongue a helpful ornament Shakcfp . Den. IV. 

Strike the melodious harp, fhrill timbrels ring, 

And to the warbling lute foft ditties fing. Sandys. 

His annual w T ound in Lebanon, allur’d 
The Syrian damfels to lament his fate. 

In am’rous ditties , all a Summer’s day. Milt. Paradife L r fi • 
Mean while the rural ditties were not mute, 

Temper’d to th’ oaten flute; 

Rough fatyrs danc’d. Milton. 

They will be flghing and Tinging under thy inexorable 
windows lamentable d’ttie s, and call thee cruel. Dryden. 
Diva 'N r. n.f. [An Arabick orTurkifh word.] 

1. The council of the Oriental princes. _ 

2. Any council affembled: ufed commonly in a fenfeof diflike. 

' Forth ruffl’d in hafte the great confulting peers, 

Rais’d from the dark divan , and with like joy 
Congratulant approach’d him. Milton s P aradife Loft , b. x. 

Swift to the queen the herald Medon ran, 

Who heard the confult of the dire divan. Popes Odyffey. 
To D 1 VATIC ATE. v.n. [divaricatus, Latin.] To be parted 
into two ; to become bifid. 

The partitions are {trained acrofs ; and as they tend towards 
the cruft, they gradually lefien : one of them a\fo divaricates 
into two, and another into feveral fmall ones. A oodwaid. 
To Diva'ricate. v. a. To divide into two. 

A {lender pipe is produced forward towards the throat, 
whereinto it is at laft inferred, and is ther e divaricated, alter 
the fame manner as the fpermatick vefiels. Grew s Cojm. hac. 
Divaric action, n.f. [divarication Latin.] 

1. Partition into two. . 

Dogs, running before their mafters, will ftop at a divarica- 
tion of the way, ’till they fee which hand their mafters will 
take Ray on the Creation, 

2. Divifion of opinions. 
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To take away all doubt, or any probable divarication t v 
curfe is plainly fpecified. Brown’s Vulgar Err ours , b v i. I 6 
To DIVE. v. n. [bippan, Saxon.] 

1. To fink voluntarily under water. 

I am not yet informed, whether when a diver diveth , havin 
his eyes open, and fwimeth upon his back he fees things in 
the air greater or lefs. Pa on’s Natural Hijlory, -5 

Around our pole the fpiry dragon glides, 

And, like a winding ftream, the Bears divides, 

The lefs and greater ; who, by fate s decree, 

Abhor to dive beneath the Southern fea. firyd. Vvg. Gear? 

• That the air in the blood-veftels of live bodies has a com* 
munication with the cutward air, I think. t! feems plain, from 
the experiments of human creatures being able to bear air of 
much greater denfity in diving , and of much left upon the tops 
of mountains, provided the changes be made gradually. Aib. 

2. To go under water in fearch of any thing 

Crocodiles defend thofe pearls which fie in the lakes: the 
poor Indians are eaten up by them, when they dive for the 
pearl. Raleigh’s Hifo-yf the World. 

The knave deferves it, when he tempts the main, 
Where folly fights for kings, or dives for gain. Foje’s EJfays. 

3. To go deep into any queftion ; do&rine; or fcience. 

The wits that div’ d moft deep, and foar’d mod high, 
Seeking man’s powers, have found hisweaknefs fuch. Davies. 
He performs all this out of his own fund, without d ving 
into the arts and fciences for a fupply. Dryden. 

Whenfoever we would proceed beyond thofe fimple ideas, 
and dive farther into the nature of things, we fall prefently 
into darknefs and obfeurity. Locke. 

You fwim a-top, and on the furface ftrive ; 

But to the depths of nature never dive. Placbnore. 

You fhould have cliv’d into my inmoft thoughts. Phillips, 

4. To immerge into any bufinefs or condition. 

Sweet prince, th’ untainted vi t e of your years 
Hath not yet div’d into the world’s deceit, 

Nor can you diftinguifti. Shakefp. Rich. HI. 

5. To depart from obfervation 

Dive thoughts down to my foul, here Clarence comes. 

Sha. ejpeare’s Richard III, 
To Dive. v. a. To explore by diving. 

Then Brutus, Rome’s firft martyr I muft name, 
TheCurtii bravely div’d the gulph of fame. Denham, 
Di'ver. n.f [from dive.] 

1. One that finks voluntarily under water. 

If perfeverance gain the diver’s prize, 

Not everlafting Blackmore this denies. Pope’s Dunciad. 

2. One that goes under water in fearch or treafuro. 

It is evident, from the relation of divers and fitters for 
pearls, that there are many kinds of frell-fifli which lie per- 
petually concealed in the deep, fkreened from our fight. Wiodw, 

3. He that enters deep into knowledge or ftudy. 

He would have him, as I conceive it, to be no fuperhcial 
and floating artificer ; but a diver into caufes, and into the 
myfteries of proportion. Wotton s Auhitcfiuie. 

To DIVERGE, v. n. [diverge, Latin.] To tend various ways 
from one point. 

Homogeneal rays, which flow from feveral points of any 
objeft, and fall perpendicularly on any refleding furface, ttall 
afterwards diverge from fo many points. A euctons [ 4 . 

Divergent, adj. [from diverges, Lat.] Tending to various 
parts from one point. 

DiVers. adj. [ diverfus , Latin.] Several; lundiy; more t an 

one. It is now grown out of ufe. , 

We have divers examples in the primitive church of luch 
as, by fear, being compelled to facrifice to ftrange gods, after 
repented, and kept ft ill the office of preaching tive^o pe^ 

The teeth breed when the child is a year and a half old : 
then they caft them, and new ones come about Even years , 
but divers have backward teeth come at twenty, foment tmrty 

and forty. Bacon’s Natural Htjlory, N - 755 - 

Divers letters were {hot into the city with 1 arrows, wherem 
Solyman’s councils were revealed. Knolles s Hj • fi e , 
Divers friends thought it ftrange, that a white d . [ 1 

ftould acquire a rich colour, upon the affuto of ^ 

water. # J 

Diverse, adj. [ diverfus , Latin.] 

1. Different from another. , c rom 

Pour great beafts came up from the fea, ^ 

2. different from itfelf; various; multiform ; dift ufed. f 

Eloquence is a great and diver je thing, not 1 fhnfon. 
favour any man fo much as to be who y ns. ' . ^ 

3. In different directions. It is little ufed but m the 14 feni* 

To feize his papers, Curl, was next thy f'J’M ^ ii. 
FI is papers light, fly diverfe toft m air. Pope s L 
Diversification, n.f. [from diverjjfy.] 

1. The a d of changing forms or qualities. _ eom - 

If you confider how varioufly level ai . j I)C ipl e s, or 

pounded, you will not wonder that fuc * n^TS 
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manners of diverfification , fhould generate differing colours. 

Boyle on Colours. 

2. Variation; variegation. _ 

3. Variety of forms ; multiformity. 

4. Change; alteration. 

This which is here called a change of will, is not a change 
of his will, but a change in the objea, which feems to make 
a diverfification of the will, but indeed is the fame will diver- 
fified. Hale’s Origin of Mankind. 

To Diversify, v. a. [diverffier, French.] 

1. To make different from another ; to diftinguifh. 

There may be many fpecies of fpirits, as much feparated 
and diverfified one from another as the fpecies of fenfible things 
are diftinguifhed one from another. Locke. 

Male fouls are diverfified with fo many charaaers, that the 
world has not variety of materials fufficient to furnifh out their 
different inclinations. Addi fin’s Spectator, N°. 21 1. 

It was eafler for Homer to find proper fentiments for Gre- 
cian generals, than for Milton to diverffy his infernal council 
with proper charaaers. Acldfons Spectator. 

2 . To make different from itfelf ; to vary ; to variegate. 

The country being diverfified between hills and dales, 
woods and plains, one place more clear, another more dark- 
lome, it is a pleafant piaure. Sidney. 

There is, in the producing of fome fpecies, a compofition 
of matter, which may be much diverfified. Bacon s Nat. Hifi. 

Diversion, n.f. [from divert.] 

2. The aa of turning any thing off from its courfe. 

Cutting off the tops, and pulling off the buds, work reten- 
tion of the fap for a time, and diverfion of it to the fprouts 
that were not forward. Bacon’s Natural Hi /lory. 

2 . The caufe by which any thing is turned from its proper 
courfe or tendency. , 

Fortunes, honour, friends. 

Are mere diverfions from love’s proper objea, 

Which only is itfelf. Denham’s Sophy. 

3. Sport; fomething that unbends the mind by turning it off 
from care. Diverfion feems to be fomething lighter than 
amufement , and lefs forcible than pleafure. 

You for thofe ends whole days in council fit, 

And the diverfions of your youth forget. Waller . 

In the book of games and diverfions the reader’s mind may 
be fuppofed to be relaxed. Addifon’s Spectator. 

Such produaions of wit and humour as expofe vice and 
folly, furnifh ufeful diverfions to readers. Addifon’s Freeholder. 

4. [In war.] The aa or purpofe of drawing the enemy off from 
fome defign, by threatening or attacking a diftant part. 

Diversity, n. f. [ diverfite , Fr. from diverfitas , Latin.] 

1. Difference; diffimilitude ; unlikenefs. 

Then is there in this diverfity no contrariety. Hooker , b. v. 

They cannot be divided, but they will prove oppofite ; and 
not refting in a bare divefity , quickly rife into a contrariety. 

South’s Sermons. 

2 . Variety. 

The diverfity of ceremonies in this kind ought not to caufe 
diflenfion in churches. Hooker , *:"■/ .3. 

The moft common diverfity of human conftitutions arifes 
from the folid parts, as to their different degrees of ftreiwth 

, and tenfion. Arbuthnot on Aliments. 

3. Diftina being ; not identity. 

Society cannot fubfift without a diverfity of ftations ; and if 
God fhould grant every one a middle ftation, he would defeat 
the very fcheme of happinefs propofed in it. Rogers. 

Confidering any thing as exifting, at any determined time 
and place, we compare it with itfelf exifting at another time, 
and thereon form the ideas of identity and diverfity. Locke. 

4. Variegation. 

A waving glow his bloomy .beds difplay, 

Blufhing in bright diverfities of day. P 0 p e , Epiftle 4 

Di'versly. adv. [from diverfe.] ^ 

J. In different ways ; differently; varioufly. 

Our common neceflities, and the lack we all have as well 
of ghoftly, as of earthly favours, is in each kind eafily known • 
but the gifts of God are fo diverfiy beftowed, that it feldom 
appeareth what all receive: what all ftand in need of feldom 
liet Jj h ‘ d ’ Hooker , b.v.fi 40 

?. f r th r cn j do tiverfiy work, as they have their medium 
ftverfiy difpofed. Bacon’s Natural Hifi or y, N y . 264. 

Whether the king did permit it to fave his purfe, or to 
communicate the envy of a bufinefs, difpleafing to his people, 
was diverfiy interpreted. 

l.eicefter bewrayed a defire to plant him in the queen’s 
ravour, which was diverfiy interpreted by fuch as thought 
that great artizan of courts to do nothing by chance, nor 
much by affe&ion. 0 7 Wotton 

The univerfal matter, which Mofcs comprehended! under 
the names of heaven and earth, is by divers diverfiy under- 

°° d ’ , Baleigh’s Hifiory of the World.. 

W llliam s arm 

Could nought avail, however fam’d in war; 

Nor armies leagu’d, that diverfiy allay’d 

* O L. X. 
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fo 


To curb his power. 

2. Ill different directions ; to different points. 

On life’s vaft ocean diverfiy we fail ; 

Reafon the card, but paflion is the gale. Pope’s Bff. on Mart* 

To DIVE'RT. v. a. [diver to, Latin.] 

1. To turn off from any direction or courfe. 

I rather will fubjeift me to the malice 
Of a diverted blood and bloody brother. Shakfpeare, 

He finds no reafon to have his rent abated, became a 
greater part of it is diverted from his landlord. Locke. 

They diverted raillery from improper objects, and gave a 
new turn to ridicule. Addifon’s Freeholder, N 45_ 

Nothing more is requifite for producing ail the variety ot 
colours and degrees of refrangibility, than that the rays of 
light be bodies of different fizes; the leaft ot which may 
make violet the weakeft and darkeft of the colours, and be 
more eafily diverted by refracting fur facts from the right 
courfe ; and the reft, as they are bigger and bigger, make 
the ftronger and more lucid colours, blue, green, yellow, and 
red, and be more and more difficultly diverted. Newton’s Opt. 

2 . To draw forces to a different part. 

The kings of England would have had an abfolute con- 
queft of Ireland, if their whole power had been employed ; 
but ftill there arofe fundry occafions, which divided and di- 
verted their power fome other way. Davies on Ireland. 

3. To withdraw the mind. 

Alas, how fimple, to thefe cates compar’d, 

Was that crude apple that diverted Eve ! Milton’s Pa. Reg. 
They avoid pleafure, left they ftiould have their affections 
tainted by any fenfuality, aiid diverted from the love of him 
who is to be the only comfort. Addifon on Italy. 

Maro’s mufe, not wholly bent 
On what is gainful, fometimes fhe divert s 
From folid counfel. . Phillips. 

4. Topleafe; to exhilerate. See Diversion. 

An ingenious gentleman did divert or inftrudt the kingdom 
by his papers. Swift. 

5. Tofubvert; to deftrov, i n S’ahftcare. 

Frights, changes, horrours, - 
Divert and crack, rend and deracinate 
The unity and married calm of ftates. Shah 7 foil, and Creff. 

Dive'rter. n.f. [from the verb.] Any thing that diverts or 
alleviates. 

Angling was, after tedious ftudy, a reft to his mind, a 
cheerer of his fpirits, and a diverter of fadnett. Walton’s Angle 

To DIVERTFSE. v.a. [diver tij'er,' French ; diverfo, Latin. J 
To pleafe; to exhilerate; to divert. A word now little 
ufed. 

Let orators inftruCI, let them divertife, and let them move 
us, this is what is properly meant by the wordy^fr. Dryden. 

Dive'rtisement. n.f. [ divertiffement , French.J Diverfion; 
delight ; pleafure. A word now not much in ufe. 

How fond foever men are of bad divertifem’ent , it will prove 
mirth which ends in heavinefs. Government of the Tongue. 

Dive'rtive. adj. [from divert ] Recreative; amufive; exhi- 
lerating. 

,1 would not exclude the common accidents of life, nor 
even things of a picafant and divertive nature, fo they are 
innocent,^ Irom converfation. Rogers’s Sermons . 

To DIVEGT. v.a. [deveftir, French. The Englifh word is 
therefore more properly written devefi. See Devest.] To 
ftrip; to make naked. 

1 hen of his arms Androgeus he dive/fs ; 

H;s fworci, his ftiield he takes^ and plumed crefts. Denham. 
Let us cliveft the gay phantom of temporal happinefsj of 
all that falfe luftre and ornament in which the pride, the^paf- 
fions, and the folly of men have drefl'ed it up. Rogers’s Senn. 

DiVBfsTURE. n.f. [from dim/}.] The act of putting off. 

. * “wfiure of mortality difpenfes them from thofe labo- 
rious and avocating duties which are here requifite to be 
performed. Boyle' s Straphkk L;ve. 

D. VIDAELB. aij [from dmide.-] Separate; different; parted. 
A word not ufed. r 

How could communities maintain 
Peaceful commerce from dividable fhore, ? Shakcfosare 

D not D in N ufe ^ homdivid ^ different; feparate. Aword 

winn d brothers of one wombj 
Whofe procreation, refidertce, and birth 

<-p dwidant, touch with feveral fortunes. Shah Ti 

1 o UIVXJJXl. v. a. [divido, Latin ] 

1 . To part one whole into different pieces. 

Dhide the living child in two, and give half to the one, 
and half to the other. T ... * 

Let old Timotheus yield the prize, ^ m ’ 2 ^* 

Or both divide the frown ; 

He rais’d a mortal to the {kies. 

She drew an angel down. DrvJ»* q* r> •/• 

in7dfca“ int ° Uttle ’ i^pendentYieties, %£. 


i? nun. 


ing different languages. 

2. To feparate ;_ to keep apart ; to ftand as a partition betwTn? 
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